Brief comment text:

As members of the Cal Poly Amateur Radio Club (CPARC), we strongly oppose the $50 fee proposed for the registration and renewal of amateur radio licenses. We believe that the proposed fee amount presents a significant barrier to those interested in getting an amateur radio license such as students studying Electrical Engineering at Cal Poly and members of CPARC.   Amateur radio is an integral part of the Electrical Engineering curriculum at our university, providing means for the exploration of technology and practical application. An amateur radio license is mandatory for all first-year Electrical Engineering students as part of an introductory course, as well as for many other RF/wireless communication courses. CPARC is responsible for the licensing of over 100 students and community members each year, facilitating expansion and encouraging interest in the hobby. Through remote testing, students and community members continue to acquire and upgrade their licenses at no cost despite the COVID-19 pandemic. The proposed fee of $50 represents a fairly large cost for college students and would greatly discourage them from earning their licenses and engaging in the curriculum through “Learn by Doing”.   The Cal Poly Amateur Radio Club has become a significant social hub for Cal Poly students and our community. Students have been able to form lasting friendships, memories, and career networks through the social aspects of ham radio. From barbecues, to transmitter hunts and nets, ham radio has connected many of us to people we might not have otherwise met. This has been especially helpful to many new college students trying to find friends in an unfamiliar environment. Through events such as races, marathons, triathlons, and other events, we engage in community service with organizations by providing logistics and communication support in environments without cell phone service. The ability to help with these events supports the local community, and would not be possible without a amateur radio license.   Given the licensing system is paperless and automated, we consider the proposed fee extraneous and a great threat to domestic education, development, and technological advancement in the field of wireless communication.
